It is a great honor and pleasure for me to serve as the Editor-inChief of KONA, having taken over from Professor Kousaka. The number of technical journals is countless nowadays, but international journals specific to powder and particle technology are very few. KONA is unique amongst these, in that articles and papers published in KONA have been restricted to the highest quality. As a result, KONA has the reputation of truly internationally respected journal, I believe. KONA is issued by the Hosokawa Powder Technology Foundation, and all expenses for publication are covered by the Foundation. There is no need to make a profit, nor to keep subscribers. This is a great advantage of KONA over other journals, as editors can concentrate their efforts on maintaining the quality of articles and papers.
In the last ten years, our situation at KONA has changed in many respects. First, computer-based communication has become the norm. Responding to this change, it has been decided to provide KONA via internet. Anyone will now be able to visit the KONA website and download any articles and papers free of charge. Before starting web publication, 2000 copies per issue were distributed to specialists of powder and particle technology in the world. This level of circulation is outstanding. Owing to web publication, the circulation is expected to increase greatly to much more than 2000 copies. From now on, we will make web publication the norm. At the same time, printed versions of KONA will also be issued for organizations, but not for individuals. Needless to say, free download is possible thanks to the support of the Hosokawa Powder Technology Foundation.
Second, the range of powder and particle technology has greatly expanded in the last ten years. Several new research subjects have emerged from this field. Typical examples of such new areas are subjects related to nano technology with which many KONA readers are very familiar. KONA is always sensitive to new topics. However, we should not forget that conventional technology is also developing steadily and continue to play important roles in many industrial fields. As the editor-in-chief, it will be my responsibility to strike a good balance between current trends and conventional ones.
Finally, I must inform you of some sad news. Dr. Brian Kaye of Laurentian University has passed away. Dr. Kaye served on the KONA Board for more than 10 years before retiring two years ago. He was an excellent researcher and educator. With grateful appreciation for numerous services rendered by Dr. Kaye during his life time, we offer this token of our deepest sympathy.
